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Battles

The Army of the Potomac, now holding its
Fourteenth Annnal Reunion in this city, has a
history unsurpassed in glorious achievements,
In patient endurance of hardship; in prompt,
nnswerving obedience to its commanders; in
beroic comstancy to principle; in exalted
courage in action, the survivors of that magnifi-
cent army may claim rank with the soldiers of
Thermopyle, Marston Moor and Bunker Hill
Through all the vicissitudes of 2 protracted con-
fliet with & bold snd aggressive enemy, from
defeat at Bull Run to final triumph at Appo-
matiox, 3t bore its honorable part in crushing
the most powerful rebellion recorded in the
history of nations.

In no other war of equal magnitude can vic-
tory be so fairly claimed by the rank and file
of the army, and in none can defeat so surely
be traced to the incompetency of its command-
ers. A Nation in arms, it represented every pro-
fession and handicrafl and every phase of poli-
tics and religion. Men of genius and wealth
tented with the obscure and lowly, allanimated
bya common sentiment, cemnented by s common
danger, and inspired by a common faith in the
justice of their canse. Thus triply armed in the
panoply of those who have their quarrels just,
they stood for four years a living wall between
the Confederate army, ably officered and equally
well disciplived, and the National Capital. With
the exception of two attempts made by
their opponents to carry the war into the
Northern States, the theater of operations
of the Army of the Potomac was Virginia.
Both efforts to release that State from the grip
of the Union army ended in disaster to the
Confederates, who retired from the hard con-
tested fields of Antietam and Gettysburg to
recuperate their exhausted energios and refill |
their depleted rauks, behind the Rappahan-
mock. Asthe objective point of the Army of |
the Potomac was Richmond, so was that of the
Army of Northern Virginia, Washington. The
Government of the United States and the Con- |
federacy, liketwomighty chess players, having
their kings well to the front, expended all their |
energies in prosecting them in that expased :
position. Separsted by little over one hundred |
miles of tearitory, the two capitols stood like
towering battiemenis overiooking the field of |
battle. In this narrow space were fought most |
of the great batiles of the war—Buli Ranm, |
Beven Pines, Fair Oaks, Gaines’ Miil, Maivern |
Hill, Uedar Mooutain, Groveton and Second |
Bull Ran, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville,
The Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, |
snd a 1wuititude of engagements of less magni-
tude,

It is well, perhaps, for the prosperity of the
united country that the scars of war were con-
fined to narrow limits. Had the cupitals of
the coutending forces been more widely sep-
arated the ares of devastation would have been
increassed and the bealing process proportion-
stely retarded.

THE FIRST ENGAGEMENT.

The unvarying success of the Union arms in
Westeru Virginia had prepared the Northern
people for a corresponding suceess on the Poto-
mac. and when General McDowell, at the head
of 30000 raw and undisciplined volunteers
marched out from his camp at Arlington
Heightsto attack Beaunregard at Manassas, little
doubt was entertained that Rich Mountain and
Carrick’s Ford were to be repeated on 8 larger
scale. Itis but fair to the commander whose
£tar sot on the field of Bull RBun to’add that he
did not share the rose-colored anticipations of
victory that illuminated the horizon of Wash-
ington. He knew how easily the Confoderates;-
fighting on interior lines, connected by s net
work of railreads, could re-enforce a threatened
point, but was assured that General Butler
would take carc of the Confederate forces on
the Peninsula, and that Jehnston’s forces in
the Ehenandoak Valiey should be held thereby
General Patterson, leaving him to cope with |
Besuregard single handed. Aeccordingly, Gen-
eral Patterson, with a foroe of 18,000 men,
crossed the Potomac at Williamsport on the 24
of July and took position st Martinsburg
Johuston then held post at Winchester with
8000 men. Iustesd of resorting to the most |
effectual method of preventing the union
of Johnston and Beauregard, which would
doubliess have been by moviug up and at-
tacking him, General Patterson remsgined at
Martinsburg uptil the 15th, when he sdvaneed
to Bunker Hill, whenee, on the 17th, he fell
off 1o Charlestown, near Harper's Ferry, leav-
ing Johnston free to form & junction with
Eesuregard.

“IF YOU WISH TO HELP ME, NOW IS THE
TIve"”’

immediate advance of the troops under Pat-
terson on the right, Butler on the left and
McDowell in the center, must have resulted in
the capture of Richmond, as & similar advance
in the West would have driven the Confeder-
ates south of the Tennessee. But it is question-
eble whether a sudden and overpowering de-
feat to the Confederates would have brought
asbout the grand results finally attained.

The country was not yet ready for a procla-
mation of emancipation, and if at any time
previous to the 1st of January, 1863, the rebels
had lain down their arms the freedom of the
slaves would not have been made a condition
of accepiing their surrender. It was assumed
by many that slavery, being a national crime,
required & national expiation. Blind instru-
ments in the hands of Providence to work out
eternal decrees, the soldiers of the Union
were to wash sway the stain upon the national
escutcheon with their blood.

THE EFFECT OF BULL RUN,

To the eternal honor of the American name
be it written that, the first stunning effects of
the reports of failure at Bull Run being over,
the country arose majestically to meet the
emergency presented. The spirit of patriotism
had evoked the uprising in April when the
flag of the Union had been fired npon at Fort
Sumter, but the spontaneous enlistments in the
army after Bull Run showed that the manhood
of the Northern people had been humiliated,
and now they were ready to vindicate their
right to eontrol the destinies of the Republic.
Three months’ troops re-enlisted, and scores of
new regiments ¢entered the field for three years
or daring the war.

There was no lack of men, nor of money, nor
of munitions of war. An army wassoon in the
field, but what the country could not farnish
was an experienced commander for so large
an army. Forgetful of the fact that who-
ever led it must learn to command it, and
that the sorest way to suoccess was by the
hazard of defeat, the Government displaced
Genersl MeDowell, who had lost his first battle
through no fault of his own, and conferred the
command of the entire army upon a general
who, through the efficiency and soldierly gual-
ities of & subordinate officer, had won a succes-
sion of victories in comparatively minor engage-
ments in Western Virginia. General McClellan
undertook the herculean task of moulding
an army from the raw material collected
on Arlington Heights, with skill and vigor.
He had served with distinction in Mexico; had
studied war in Europe; had witnessed the op-
erations of large armies on active campaigns,
and it is but justice to the knowledge displayed
by the youthful commander to say that the
strength and mobility of the Army of the Po-
temac was largely due to the thorough system
of organization aud discipline through which
it passed while under his leadership. The
force around Washington, of which General
McClellan assumed commmand on the 27th of
July, 1861, numbered about fifty thousand in-
fantry, less than a thousand cavalry, six hun-
dred and fifty artillerymen, with nine imper-
fect field batteries of thirty pieces. Its rout
at Dull Run hsd converted it into a mob, with
little regard for organization. The streets of
Washington were crowded with striggling offi-
cers and men, equally oblivions te shame or
discipline, openly acknowledging that they
had beem whipped, and expressing the hope
that some other means than coercion might be
devised to win the “erring sisters” back to
their allegiance. These, however, were the
fungous growth, that under various names at-

| taches to all human organizations. The main

portion of the army remained in eamp, dili-
gently striving by coustant drill to master the
rudiments of 2 mililary education.

Cofigress having passed a bill authorizing
the President to dispense with the services of

| ineflicient officers, the ax was laifl at the root

of the abuses aud the army was soon weeded
of worthless wearers of shoulder straps. A
rigid system of military police completed the
work of wholesowe discipline, and in an in-
credibly short space of time the encampment
took on the appearance of a military establish-
ment.
OBGANIZATION OF THE ARMY.

The work of organization in brigades and di-
visions was & work requiring muech care, as it
was necessary that the ranking officer in each
brigade should be the one best qualified to com-
mand it. Divisious were forined of three brig-
ades of four rcgiments each; but army corps
were not at once formed. Astillery was as-
signed to divisions in the proportion of four
batteries to each division, one of which was a
battery of Regulars, the captain of which was
chief of artillery for the division. In addition
to this, an artillery reserve of onc hundred
guns and a siege train of fifty pieces was cre-
ated. Before the army took the fleld this
arm of the serviee had grown from nine imper-
fectly equipped batteriés to ninety-two batter-
ies, served by twelve thousand five hundred
men fully equipped for active duty. An engi-
neer establishment, with a topographical bu-
reau and companies of engineers, bridge trains
and equipage adequate to the wants of a large
srmy was also orzanized. While this work
was going on a thorough system of defenses
were constructed for Washington, both for the

| morthern and southern side of the Potomac, of

so formidable a character as to effectually pre-
clude all danger of the capital being carried by
sudden assault. This was the work of three
months, in which time the Army of the Poto-
mac had grown from infancy to the full stature
of manhood, numbering 100,000 men.

It had reached its growth through the skili-
fol manipulation of General McClellan. Taught
by the bitter experience of its first essay at
arms that something else was necded than

was Beasuregard’s laconic message to Jolhinston,
who, muking & rapid flank mareh by way of |
Ashby'sGap, took cars at Piedmont and reachied |
Mauassus with his sdvanoe brigades in time to
insure the defeat of Mcliowell in this the first |
engugzanent of the Armics of the Potomac and
Nartheru Virginia,

Every oue can vecall the thrill of rage, disap-
pointment and mwortification with which he
received the news as it “flashed over the tele-
graphic wires of the utler rout of the Union
armuy &t Bull Bun, The writer heard the tele-
gram vead in an interior town in the State of
Eentucky by a Confederate recruiting officer,
Who took occasion to remark at its close: ** That
proves whut 1 have alwuys suid —the Yankees
wont fight,” which seutiment was received by
his adwmiring frienfds with countinuous rounds
of applause. Yet, when viewed in the light of
the record, the Union and Confederate reports
agree that Beauregard could not bave held his
position hulf au Lour longer Lut for the arrival
of Johuston's division.

What would have been the effect of wiser
generaiship and more aggressive movements in
the summer of 1861 upon the final issue of the
war it is iwpossible to determine. An over-

numbers, and dimly conscions of what that
something was, the intelligent mass yielded it-
sell as one mind to the hand of the master, and
emerged from the training-school fit to cope
with equal numbers upon any field. Whatever
criticism may be passed upon the management
of the army by General MeClellan in its sub-
sequent campaigns, there can bo but one ver-
dict upon the tireless energy, and the knowl-
edge of what an army should be, displayed by
him during its transition state from s crowd
of civilians to an army of soldiers in the sum-
mer and automn of 1861,

THE PENINSULAR CAMPAIGN.

Looking back upon this campaign after the
lapse of twenty-one years, it seems incredible
that & movement evidently planned upon sound
military principles and executed in its initial
moves with so much energy, should have been
80 barren of resuits. Unfortunately for its
success, the commander of the army, who alone
was responsible for the inception and execution
of the campaign, was not clothed with suffi-
cient authority to give him absolute control of
the forces under his command. Before the
President would consent to a change of base to

the lower Chesapeake, he required that a large

whelming dofcat wt Bull Run, followed by an

force suflicient to preclude all danger to the

capital should be left to cover Washington. In
conformity with this wise precaution, seventy-
three thousand men, under command of Gen-
erals Banks and Wadsworth, were posted as fol-
lows: 18,000 in garrison in front of Washing-
ton ; 7,780 at Warrenton ; 10,859 at Manassas;
35,467 in the Shenandoah Valley, and 1,350 on
the lower Potomae. The mountain department
had been created and General Fremont assign-
ed to command, to which was added General
Blenker's division, which had been designed to
accompany MeClelland, and, at the last mo-
ment, the President decided npon the detach-
ment of McDowell's corps, which was retained
on the line of the Rappahannock. The move-
ment against Richmond from the lower Chesa-
peake was undertaken against the judgment of
President Lincoln and at no fime received the
hearty support of the War Department. He
had relied on the powerful armament of the
naval vessels to destroy the water batteries
while he attacked the forts at Yorktown and
Gloucester Point from the rear. His force
was landed on the peninsula, whence it was
his intention to move upon the rear of the
works at Yorktown while the corps of Mc.
Dowell performed the same service in the rear
of the works at Gloucester Point.

Upon application to Flag Officer Goldsboro,
he was informed that no naval foree could be
spared for that purpose, since he regarded the
works as too sirong for his available vessels:
Defeated in this expectation, McClellan was
doomed to the same disappointment with
regard to McDowell. On the very day he ar-
rived at Yorktown he was met by an order de-
taching McDowell’s corps, which, being the
last to embark at Alexandria, he supposed was
on its way to join him.

The alternative was presented of breaking
the lines stretching across the peninsula or
settling down to asiege of Yorktown, A weak
spot being found, four companies of Vermont
troops were pushed across the Warwick by wad-
ing, breast deep, under cover of an artillery fire,
They drove the Confederates from their rifle
pits, and were re-enforced by eight additional
companies. The Confederates, on retiring, re-
ceived re-enforcements, and, by a successful
countercharge retook their first position, driv-
ing the Union troops into the stream, where
many of them were killed. The Vermont
troops had held the position nearly an houren-
tirely unsupported, and there was nothing to
preventa brigade or adivision, if necessary, be-
ing sent to their support. Then followed the
“Biege of Yorktown,” which terminated on the
6th of May, by the discovery that the works
were untenanfed, the Confederates having
quietly vacated them and fallen back towards
Richmond. When McClellan first landed on
the peninsula Magruder’s force was 11,000 men
—,000 in garrison at Yorktown and Gloucester
Point and 5,000 stretched out over a line thir-
teen miles in extent. This force was subse-
quently increased, but at no time amounted to
more than one-half the numerical strength of
MecClellan’s army.

ON TO RICHMOND.

The memory of Bull Run was still too vivid
to allow an assault to be made, and, greatly to
the surprise of General Magruder, his power-
ful antagonist made no other attempt than
that mentioned to break through his lines.
The road to Richmond mow being open, the
soldiers of the army turned their faces hope-
fully towards the Confederate capital. Then
followed the battle of Williamsburg, the re-
treat of Johnston, and the toilsome pursait,
until, on the 16th of May, the advance divis-
ions encamped at White House, at the head of
navigation on the Pamunkey, where a railroad,
running from the York River- to Richmond,
offered a convenient base of supplies.

In the meantime the Confederate congress,
by the passage of the conmscription acts, had
placed Mr. Davis in control of the military

resonrees of the South, and re-enforcements’
poured iuto Richmond by every train. Theéy"

were at once transferred to the army, then
snugly ensconsed behind the Chickahominy,
The skillful general who had managed to hold
in check the Army of the Potomac and, by
withdrawing in the nick of time from York-
town and Williamsburg, save his army, finding

‘himself menaced by an army in his front and

on his left flank, determined to refuse battle
until it was forced upon him by an advance of
either MeClellan or McDowell. The force
under command of the Ilatter, including
Shields’ division, detached from Banks' corps,
amounted to 41,000 men and 100 guns.

The 26th of May was fixed as the date of
junction of the two armies, and to this end
MecClellan pushed his right wing well forward
and McDowell advanced eight miles south of
Fredericksburg. Porter's corps was advanced
by McClellan to Hanover Junction, where it
encountered and defeated General Branch and
established the right wing of the Army of the
Potomac within fifteen miles or one day's
march of McDowell's, who in turn was eager
to advance. Readers of THE NaTioNaL TRrIB-
UNE will recall the account given some months
since of the repulse of Jackson, by Genera)
Nathan Kimball, in command of Shiclds’
division, at Winchester, on March 27th, and
his pursuit up the Valley of the Shenandoah
to his old eyrie in the Blue Ridge beyond Har-
risonburg. Here he received re-enforcements
which augmented his command to 15,000 men
Bauks' foree, on the contrary, reduced by the
detachment of Shields’ division to about 5,000,
was posted at Harrisonburg.

STONEWALL JACKSON CREATES A DIVERSION.

The threatened junction of McClellan and
MeDowell rendered a diversion necessary, and
Bauks' exposed position in the Shenandoah
Valley furnished the opportunity. General
Milroy, in command of one of Fremont's bri-
gades on its way to re-enforce Banks', was at-
tacked and driven back-by Jackson, who had
left General Ewell to watch Banks, who,
perceiving his danger, withdrew to Strasburg,
Jackson, having joined Ewell after defeating
Milroy, followed rapidly, captured Kenly's
First Maryland regiment, after a hard fight, at
Front Roysl, and came upon Banks at Win-
chester, who, after such resistauce as a small
force could make against superior numbers
retired hastily to the north bank of the Poto.
mae, making & march of fifty-three miles in
forty-eight hours, :

Now, if ever, was McClellan’s opportunity,
and both he and MeDowell were eager to em-
brace it. An order given by each to allow no
communications from Washington to reach
them, and a concerted attack upon the de-
fenses of Richmond would have resulted in
the capture of the Confederate capital, the
flight of the Confederate government, and
possibly the collapse of the Confederacy.

No portion of the history of the war of the
rebellion, or, in fact, of any war of equal mag-
nitude, presents more startling evidence of the
power of a non-military cabal at the capital
than that of this period. At a time when a
great victory was imperative to float the na-

tional credit and preveat foreign interference,
when the heart of the President had been
sickened by long and tedious delays, in which
the gloom had been lightened ouly by the vie-
tories in the West, when the prize of the Con-
federate capital was within the grasp of the
Union armies, the President, yielding to the
clamor of the timid souls about him, who pro-
fessed to believe that the capital was in danger
of eapture by Jackson, withdrew MecDowell
and sent him off upon a fruitless chase after
Btonewall Jackson, & hundred miles away.

THE ARMY ASTRIDE THE CHICKAHOMINY,

In moving forward from Williamsburg, Mec-
Clellan had chosen the line of the York River,
for the excellent reason that each day’s march
brought him nearer McDowell’s corps. The
Chickahominy, which Swinton describesas a
“wet ditch in front of Richmond,” was not
fordable, and there were few bridges. Across
one of these, Bottoms', he threw Casey’s divis-
ion on the 20th of May, followed by the corps
of Keyes and Heintzelman, leaving Sumner's,
Porter’s and Franklin's eorps on the left bank.

The time for vigorous and skillful work by
the bridge builders had mow come. With his
army divided by a deep stream, no time should
have been lost in construeting sufficient bridges
to enable the remaining corps to eross and re-
cross at will; but eight days passed by before
two bridges were built in front of Summers'
corps, and up to the 31st no provision had
been made for the crossing of the right wing
of the army. In case of an attack upon the
portion of the army already crossed, a detour of
twenty-three miles wounld be required for
Porter’s corps to reach the field or re-enforce
him in case he was attacked. The stream
flows through a belt of heavily timbered
swamp, inundated during the spring freshets to
an extent of several miles in width, and even
when not inundated the ground is spongy and
impassable for artillery or heavily loaded
wagons, Mr. William Swinton, in his “Cam-
paigns of the Army of the Potomae,” gives the
following description of the battles of Fair
Oaks and Seven Pines:

“In this state of facts, McClellan’s disposi-
tion of his army must be considered a grave
fault, and inaction in such a situation was in
the highest degrce dangerous. ‘A general,
says the Archduke Charles, * must suppose that
his opponent will do against him whatever he
ought to do.’ Now, for Johnston to omit to
strike one or the other of these exposed wings,
-was to neglect that primeiple which forms the
whole secret of war—to b& superior to your
enemy &b the point of oellisien: it was, in fact,

a decisive blow.
JOHNEON EEIZES THE OPPORTUNITY.

“The Confederate commander was not the
man to let slip such an opportunity; and, as
soon as reconnaissances had fully developed the
position of that portion of the Union army
which lay on the Richmond side of the Chicka-
hominy, he determined to net. It was a situa-
tion in which, by bringing two-thirds of his
own force to bear against ome-third of the
Union force, he might hope not merely to de-
feat but to destroy the exposed wing. By the
30th of May he had formed his resolution, and
he immediately made preparations for carry-
ing it into effect on the foliowing day. During
the night of the 30th there came a storm of
unwonted wviolence; and this circumstance,
while it would embarrass the execution of
Johnston's proposed plan, at the same time
gave that general the hope of wmuking the
operation still more complete fromn the situa-
tion in which it wounld place Lis opponent.

“The reconnaissance of the Confederates had
disclosed the fact that Casey’s division of
Keyes' corps held an advanced position on the
Williamsburg road, three-guarters of a mile
beyond the point known as Seven Pines and
about six miles ffom Richmond. Couch’s di-
vision, of the same corps, was stationed at
Seven Pines, on both sides of the Williamsburg
road and along the Nine-mile road, his right
resting at Fair Oaks Station, on the Richmond
aud York River Railroad. Of the two divisions
of Heintzelman's corps, that of Kearney was on
the Williamsburg road and the railroad, three-
quarters of & mile in advance of Savage Station;
and that of Hooker was guarding the approaches
of the White Oak Swamp.

“In this state of facts, Johnston made the
following dispositions for attack: Hill (D. H.),
who had been covering the Williamsburg and
Charles City road, was directcd to move his
division, snpported by the division of Long-
street, out on the Williamsburg road, but not
to move till Huger's division, which was to
move out on the Charles City road, should re-
lieve him. Huger's duty was to strike the left
flank of the Union force which Hill and Long-
street should engage in front. G. W. Smith,
with his division, was to advance on the right
fiank of the Union foree, to the junction of the
New Bridge road with the Nine-mile road,
there to be in readiness gither to fall on Keyes'
right or to cover Longstreet's left. The divis-
ions were to move at daybreak; but the
wretched condition of the roads, resulting from
the storm, greatly retarded the movement of
the troops. Hill, Longstreet, and Smith, in-
deed, were in position by 8 o'clock ; but not so
Huger. Forhourafter hour, Longstreet and Hill
awaited in vain for the signal-gun that was to
announce Huger'sarrival in his proper position.
At length, at 10 o'clock, Hil! went forward on
the Williamsburg road, and presently struck
Casey’s division. The advance position be-
yond Seven Pines, held by that officer, was
defended by a redoubt, rifle-pit, and abatis;
but, at this time, these works were only in
process of contruction, apd the troops were,
indeed, engaged at this work when the attack
was wade. The pickets were quickly driven
in, and the more so that a regiment, sent for-
ward to support the picket-line, gave way with-
out making much if any resistance. The first
blow fell upon Naglee's brigade, which held a
position in advance of the redoubt, where it
made a good fight, and held the enemy in check
for a considerable time, and then rctired and
fought with the rest of ‘the division in the re-
doubt and rifle-pits—the foree being strength-
ened by Peck’s brigade, sent forward by General
Couch. The Confederates sdvanced in close
columns, and suffered seversly from the bat-
teries in front of and im the redoubt, Pres-
ently, however, one of the brigades, which had
been sent round on the left of Casey, gained
therearofthe redoubt, When, therefore, asevere
flank fire was opened by the force that had
made this detour, the division crumbled away,
the guns in the redoubt and a portion of those
of the battery in front were captured, and such
of the troops as held together were brought to
a stand at General Couch's position at Seven
Pines. .

“Early in the action, General Keyes, whose
troops were those upon whom the attack had
thus far fallen, finding he was being hard
pushed, had sent to General Heintzelman, who

to neglect a unique oppertunity of delivering:

-Augusta and Millen, hearing that the Union

THE MARGH T0 THE SEA.

Kilpatrick’s Cavalry on the March
Through Georgia.

A SCOUT TO MILLEN,

An Engagement with Wheeler’s
Cavalry near Wayneskboro'.

GALLANT SABER CHARGE.

A Graceful Act of Courtesy Per-

formed by General Wheeler.
£

By J. B, Kilbourne.
II

By the 22d of November both wings of the
army had arrived in and about Milledgeville,

having accomplished the first stage of the move- I rick now moved forward three miles and took

ment within the seven days designated, smd on
the 24th Sherman renewed the march, pivoting
slowly southeastward and following the river
courses by six parallel roads leading towards
Millen, while the main body of the cavalry, in
order to cover and shield the mevement, was
sent eastward towards Warrington and in the
direction of Augusia.

Kilpatrick, after crossing the Oconee River,
rested his men and horses witil the supply
train came up, but started again at 11 o'clock
that night, despite the fact that they had
marched thirty miles that day and both man
and beast were fatigned. At daylight they
were twenty miles away, but before leaving,
a detail of twelve men from each company—
those who had fleet horses being sclected —was
made and placed under command of Major
Estis, General Kilpatrick’s adjutant-general,
who was to start on a special expedition at 12
o'clock that might and make a forced march
to rescue the Union soldiers then prisoners at
Millen, seventy-five miles distant. So, after
feeding and resting our jaded horses and ob-
taining a fresh supply of ammunition, we got
off before midnight. The command was unin-
cumbered with wheels. The reads were dry,
and it was a bright moonlight night. Little
suspecting the object of the expedition we
silently moved on during the long night
through forest and towns, with nothing to
break the silence save the tread of the horses
or clatter of our sabers and sound of the bugle
to dismount and lead our horses on coming to
a stream, and then to close up and move on. So
fatigued were some of the men that they would
fall asicep and ride for miles quite unconscious.

A RAPID RIDE TO MILLEN.

A little after daylight we stopped at & farm-
house where there was corn and fodder for our
horses, and rested an hour or so. While the
boys made coffee to soften up their * hard-
tack,” the servants of the house brought us
some sweel potatoes and a little bacon, which
gave us a good breakfust. Shortly after sun-
rise we were again in the saddle, having rid-
den within the past twenty-four hours over
sixty miles. During the night we had passed
several towns, the names of which we did not
kuow ; but the negroes told us we were still
forty miles from Millen.

During the forenoon we made good progress,
meeting with no opposition. About the many
plautations which we passed we saw no one
but now and then some old gray-headed man
walking about the house, looking at us as we
passed. Their sons and their sons’ sons were
all in the rebel service.

At noou we made aunother short stop to feed
and water. Here we in some way goi the im-
pression that the prisoners had been seut
away from Millen, but could not altogether
credit the report, but as we advanced the evi-

dence became more couclusive. About 4 o’clock |

we came in sight of the prison pen in which our
poor boys had suffered so keenly—even death
itself. How our hearts leaped with joy at the
sight and at the thought that we should be
abie to effect their release!

Millen is situated on the Savannah and
Charleston Railroad, and the stockade is some
distance to the north and near the branch road
rununing to Augusta. Maj. Estis, with his scouts,
wade a reconnaissance, capturing the guard,
—some thirty that had been left behind,—who
informed us that the prisoners had been re-
moved the Tuesday before, and that most of
the ofticers had been sent to Columbig, 8. C,
while the privates had been taken south on
the Gulf Railroad. After destroying the stock-
ade and its surrounding buildings, Major Estis,
with his command, as orlered, joined Kilpat-
rick south of Waynesboro’, and participated in
the engagement near that place.

ENCOUNTERING WHERLER'S CAVALRY.

Kilpatrick, who had made a detour to the
northeast, feinting on Augusta, but trying in
the mean time to reach and destroy the impor-
tant railroad bridge and trestle-work at Briar
Creek, near Wayneshoro', half way between

prisoners had been removed from Millen, re-
newed the march by one of the principal roads
towards Augusta, giving it out that the army
was advancing on that city. After he had
passed the Ogeechee Shoals, Wheecler heard of
his movements and rapidly concentrated his
force, which was then superior to Kilpatrick’s
as to numbers, and took position on the
south of Briar Creek Swamp. Kilpatrick, inl
obedience to his orders, turned the head of kis |
column to the right upon the road running |
from Warrington to Waynesboro’, and was well
on his way to the latter place before Wheeler
was aware of it. But Wheeler, learning of his
whereabouts, attacked him at 12 o'clock at
night, and the Eighth Texas and Eighth In-
dizna coming together in the aarkness got
badly mixed upin the fight. The latter regi-
ment was driven ingon its reserve, and when
the ehemy withdrew quite a number of the
Eighth Texas found themselves\prisoners in its
hands.

« Wheeler, following up, attacked the next
morning, but gained nothing, except that Kil-
patrick was obliged to abandon, for the time be-
ing, the burning of the Briar Creek bridge and
turn southward from Waynesboro' after de-
stroying a few miles of railroad. On the 27th
Major Estis, with his command, joined the
division near Waynesboro’, and Kilpatrick,
upon hearing the result of the expedition, re-
solved to rejoin the army about Louisville.
That morning Murray's brigade moved to the
front, while Atkins, with his command, be-
came rear guard, each brigade taking alter-

CUTTING THEIR WAY THEROUGH.
Dﬂf?n_ﬂ: the foremoon K‘;F“r“k with his

some distance, with General Atking' rear gunard
Watching the enemy’s movements. Wheeler
had sent Anderson’s brigade, early in the
morning, around on onr right with instructions
to place his command on our flank, and, if pos-
sible, divide onr column before we could reach
Bucklead Creck, five miles distant. Our rear
guard bad but just passed the eross-road when
Anderson’s advance came up on the ran and
piaced themseclves in' single line scross the
road in our rear and commeneced firing.

Kilpatrick secing that he was ent off, led
his men on at ouce in a ch¥rge with the saber
and cut his way through,

Anderson, knowing there was a large canse-
way and bridge gt Ruckhead Creek crossing,
pressed us vigorousiy up to that peint and
while we were erossing. Colonel Heath. with
his regiment, was the first to cross, and took a
good position on the opposits bank, and with
his two howitzers checked the rebel adrance
until the division conld ¢ross, when ke at-

cessful in part, for Andercon soon erossed it
his command, crossed at a ford below. Kilpat-

a sirong position at Reynolds’ plantation., Here
Wheeler attacked in force, but was decisively
repulsed.
A NIGHT OF ANXIETY.

Advancing through an open field on our
barricades his division beld their fire until
they were within short ecarbine rancge, and
then opened with both artillery and small
arms. The left and center being finally driven
back, reformed and moved around on ounr left

open field in columns of regiments, preserv-

line of battle under cover of the woods, keep-
ing up & brisk skirmish fire until the darkness
closed the engagement. He then drew back
three miles farther and went into camp. By some
misunderstanding between Colonel Sanderson
and Captain Cockley, a stafl officer of Kilpai-
rick's, the rear of our camp was left exposed,
without any picket, and it was not until the
officer of the day made his ““grand round”
that the mistake was discovered. The Ninety-
second was at once sent out and the horses of
the division remained saddled all night, for we
expected another night attack. Had Wheeler
known the situation of our lines up to this
hour he could have marched his division into
our camp and, for I aught I know, taken the
most of us prisoners. It was a night of anxiety.
The Tenth changed their position three times,
for Wheeler, having received re-enforcements
by way of Augusta, outnumberedus two to one.
Anderson, who during the day had held the
advance, afterwards boasted, as we learned from
prisoners, that he had routed Kilpatrick, cansing
him to fly in confusion, with a loss of nearly
two handred killed, wounded and prisoners,
General Anderson was simply mistaken, for he
took mno prisoners, and as we fought mainly
protected by barricades, the loss in killed and

loss was fully twe hundred kilied and wonnded
in the engagement at Eeynolds’ plantation.
During the next day we arrived at Louisville
without much opposition. Kilpatrick now
rested his horses for a day orso, during which
time the Fourteenth Corps came up, and then
obtained permission from General Sherman to
deliver Wheeler a return blow.
RETURNING THE COMPLIMENT.

On the 1st of December, supported by Gen-
eral Baird's division, Kilpatrick again returned
and attacked Wheeler near Waynesboro’. The
night before the battle, having camped near a
plantation in a beautiful pine forest, our pickets
were attacked at several points, and there was
more or less firing all night.
Wheeler commenced shelling our camp at long
range. The first shell struck one of the men
on picket and literally tore him to atoms.
3 o'clock we were again in the saddle,

while we were saddling up we could hear their
drums beating reveille. Waynesboro' lay about
threo or four miles north of us, on the branch
railroad leading to Augusta, and between usand
the town ran a branch of Briar Creek, on
this side of which Anderson's brigade lay, pro-
tected by a good barricade, commencing at the
cut on the raiiroad on their left and extending
around to the swamp on their extreme right.
Wheeler's main force and artillery were across
the creek nearly a half mile in their rear

brigade in the ceunter, the Ninth Michigan on
the right and Ninety-second Illinois mounted
infantry on the left, with the Tenth Ohio in
the center; compsnies Band I were thrown
out as skirmishers, while the Ninth Ohio and
First squadron was stationed in rear asssup-
port, with the other two brigades supporting
the flanks somewhat thrown back and over-
lapping. In this position we were dismounted
and stood at our horses’ heads awaiting the first
ray of light to deyelop the enemy's position.
Far away in the distance over the fields we
counld see the glimmer of his camp-fires,

right, thrown forward, while the general and
his stafl sat upon their horses just in rear.
NO PLACE TO TRADE JACK-KNIVES.

We had drawn a fresh supply of ammauni-
tiont and were now retracing our steps by Gen-
eral Sherman’s own orders, with instructions
to “give Wheeler all the fighting he wanted.”
Having, during the past week, received some

wounded was correspendingly small, while his |
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eade were forerd to dismount and 11 it up, take

staff and escort, was in the rear, following at |

ing the rails out of the enemy’s works.
ANDFRSON'S BRIGADE CAPTURZED.

This cansed some little delay, during which
time the reserve moved up and enguged Ane
derson’s men. As the lines were not over six
rods apart, they could not show their heuds
over their works, hat would raiise their ecuns
snd fire over at random, siubbornly halding
their position against edds. Though the erisig
of the engazement was with the left and cene
ter, the fizht was by no means al! thera, The
right was also engaged with Dibrell's snd

| Hume's wdvance, thrown back in the bend of

tempted to burn the bridze, but was only sue- |

after us, while Wheeler, with the balance of |

[
I

flank, when Kilpatrick fell back aeross the |

ing our line of frontagze, and again formed |

|
i
|
I
|
|

At midaizht |

At |
Baird's |
division had come up during the evening and |
bad gone into camp a balf mile in ourrear, and |

Long before daylight Kilpatrick formed his | P® : _
division in line of battle, supported by Baird, | Fifleenth Corps, was south of the Ogeeches

d moved out to our picket line, with Atkins | ;
etpad ) ? | st Buckhead Church, four miles nosth of Mil-

hard blows, we felt confident that the time
had come for hot work, and the momecuts
seemed hours, the hours days, as we waited (or
the dawn. At the first flush of the momine
light our lines were moved forward steadily, |
until we were within eighty rods of the en- |
emy's lines. Wheeler at once opened on us |
with his artillery, to which cur own quickly |
replied. Almost the first round from Wheelor's
guns severed the stafl of Kilpatriek's eolors
and turning to his staffofficers he said : “ Bays,
this is no place to trade jackknives; give them
the saber.”

Then the lines moved forward, and coming
up within carbine range the charge was sounded.
With a cheer the line dashed forward and up
to the enemy’s works. For a few moments the
enemy’s fire was terrifie. Caplain Norton, com-
manding the right of the advance line, fell
from his horse morially wounded. “The Ninety-
second, on the left, found marshy ground and
were obliged to dismount and make the charge
on foot. Being armed with the Spencer seven-
shooters, they were always as good as s brigade
in a fight; they made the charge, firing rap-
idly and holding their position close to their
works, but the center mounted advance having

nately the bruniof the contesting fight with
Wheeler, .

run against a ditch just in front of their barsi-

Captain Becbe's battery. was placed on the i forage became scarce.

| ful pitch-pine.
| an abundanee of sweet potatoes, which were

the erack and proteeted from view by the one
derbrush that lined the stream. Recbe's hate
tevy was brought upand put in pesition neas
the ent by the railroad, to which Wheeler's
guns replied from the other side of the ereck.
By the time the center had filled the diteh
several breaks had heen made in the barricades,
where the line was ordered to mount and charpe
through. Up to this time Andérson's men had
beld their ground stubbornly, but when they
saw that our center had brokem through, and
with a cheer were moving to their rear, from
their right and lef, they threw down their
arms and started on the ran to the rear to re-

| gain their led horses which were some distance

back. But this they found it impossible to do.
Kilpatriek, leading the charge, dashed in upon
thera with the saboer before they could reach
their horses, which became frightened and
stampeded, and sueh as did not eross the eveelt
were captured. Most of Anderson’s brigade
were faken prisoners.  Wheeler, supposing that
Anderson could hold his line, had erossed with
re-enforcements for the center and his left
They were deploying when their right broke.
Atkins at once advanced upon their lefi, driv-
ing them back and acress the creek in confu-
sion. We could see an officer dashing down
the line with his saber raised, and hear his
voice, calling on his “brave mea” to “stand
and fight the invaders.”

This officer, we afterwards learned from the
prisoners, was General Wheecler. His lines
were broken at every point. and, following up
the advantage, Kilpatrick erossed the creek s
three places, drove Wheeler's forees through
the town for eight miles, after which he re-
tutued, destroying the railroad bridge at Brier
Creek. . Wheeler admits that it was with difi-
cully he “succeeded in withdrawing” from
his position at Waynesboro’, but sceks to take
off the edge of his chagrin by reporting that he
was attacked by the Fourteenth Corps, as well
as by Kilpatrick’s eavalry. Bairds division
was not engaged duaring the day, but its pres-
ence and elose support, no doubt, assisted Kil-
patrick by evabling him to make more decisiya
movements than he otherwise would have ute
tempted.

WHAT GENERAL SHERMAN SAYS,

General Sherman, in his Memoirs, thus des
seribes the engagement: “ While the left wing
was marching toward Lsuisville, worth of the
railroad, General Kilpatrick had, with his cav-
alry division, moved rapidly toward Waynes-
boro’, on the branch railread leading from Mile
len to Adgusta. He found Wheeler's division
of rebe' cavalry there, and had counsiderable
skirmishiug with it, but, hearing that our pris-
oners had heen removed two days befose from
Millen, he retnrned to Louisville on the mh_
where he found the leit wing. Here he re-
mained a conple of days to rest his horses, and
receiving orders from me to engage Wheeler
and give him all the fighting he wauted, he
procured frem General Slocum the assistanes
of the infantry division of General Buird, and
moved back to Waynesbore' on the 24 of De-
cember. Near Waynesboro' Wheeler was again
encountered and driven through the town and
beyond Brier Creek toward Augusta, thus
keeping up the delusion that the main army
was moving towards Augnsta. General Kilpat-
rick’s fighting and movements abont Waynes-
boro’ and Brier Creek were spirited, and pro-
duced a good effect by relieving the infantry
columa and the wagen-trains of all molestation
during their march on Millen. Haviag thus
covered that flank, he turned south, and fol-
lowed the movements of the Fourteenth Corps
to Buckhead Church, north of Millen and near
itt. ® ® & No enemy opposed us, and we
conld enly occasionally hear the fuint reverhera.
tions of a gun to our left rear, where we knew
that General Kilpatriek was skirmishing with
Wheeler's cavalry, which pemsistently followed
him."”

POSITION OF SHERMAN'S ARMY.

On the 34 of December Genmern! Sherman
entered Millen with the Seventeenth Corps,
stopping over one day to communicate with all
parts of the army. General Howard, with tha

River, oppasite Scarboro’. General Slocam was
|

len, with the Twentieth Corps; the Fourteenth
was ten miles north, on the Augusts road at
Lumpkin Station, north of Millen. The cav-
alry division, while returning from their fight
with Wheeler, was within easy support of the
left wing.

Thus the army was in good position and in
good condition, having very largely subsisted
on the countsy through which it passed. Our
wagons were full of forage and provisions, bus
as we approached Savannah the country be-
came barren and less productive, and food and
We passed large plantas
tions, once under good cuitivation, but new
abandoned and covered with forests of beanti-
The light, sandy soil produced

very acceptable, and the boys mever failed to
lay in a good supply from the heaps buried
along the roadside to roast whin they went into
camp at night. They were so large that one
would make s reasonably good meal.
A GRACEFUL ACT OF COURTESY.
Captain Norton, of the Tenth regimoent, who

] had been mortally wounded at Wayneshore”,

was takea to a house near the battlsfield and
left in charge of his serpeant, where he died the
same night, and, as Wheeler passed through the
town the next day, was buried by his men;

| and, four days afterwards, by flag of truce, he

sent the sergeant with the captain’s horse and
equnipments, arms, watch, and memorandum
book, announcing the death and burial of thas
officer. The officer bringing this sad news was
commanding the rear guard the morning we
entered Chapel Hill, N. C, and was mortally
wounded by my command, and during the six
days of the armistice died, and [ was one of
his pall-bearers. [ visited him several times
before his death, as he was taken to a house
near our camp, and from him obtained the

above facts.
[ To be contined.)
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The Loyal Legion in Californis.

The annual meeting of the Commandery of
California, Loyal Legion of the United States,
was held at the Ocvidental Hotel, San Fraacis-
co, on the 9l inst. After the transaction of
business the annual dinner was served,




